THE WORSHIP OF GOD
April 5, 2020  11:00 am
The Season of the Church Year: Palm Sunday
Due to the worldwide coronavirus pandemic, this worship service is led by
a small group, and broadcast over the radio (FM 99.3), through our church
website, and on Facebook live.

GREETING TO WORSHIPERS

Rev. Anita Thompson

CHIMING OF THE HOUR
PASTORAL SENTENCES
ORGAN PRELUDE

All Glory, Laud and Honor

CALL TO WORSHIP

Matthew 21:1-11

Rev. Dr. Trey Gilliam
arr. Page

Mr. Andy Woodard

When Jesus and his disciples had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you,
and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to
me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send
them immediately.”
This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, “Tell the daughter
of Zion, look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt,
the foal of a donkey.”
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt,
and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on
the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that
went ahead of him and that followed were shouting,
“Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” The crowds
were saying,
“This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” - NRSV

INTROIT

Hear the Children Sing, Hosanna

PRAYER OF INVOCATION

Ruth Elaine Schram

Mr. Woodard
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+HYMN OF PRAISE 175

All Glory, Laud and Honor

ST. THEODULPH

The hymn sheet is on page 6.

CHILDREN’S TIME & BLESSING

Rev. Thompson

People of God, what is your prayer for these children?
Our prayer is that they grow up to be like Jesus—strong and brave,
full of grace and truth, and that we will help them.


OLD TESTAMENT LESSON

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29

Mrs. Penny Rose

In Pew Bible, page 694 of Old Testament

This is the word of God for the people of God;
Thanks be to God.

PASTORAL PRAYER

Dr. Gilliam

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Based on Psalm 118:21-29

Dr. Gilliam

We thank you, Lord, that you have answered us and become our salvation.
The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
In the name of Jesus Christ, our cornerstone, we are healed, forgiven,
and redeemed. Thanks be to God!

+HYMN 350

Blessed Be the Name

BLESSED NAME

The hymn sheet is on page 7.

+OFFERTORY PRAYER

Mrs. Rose

ORGAN OFFERTORY

Amazing Grace

+LENTEN DOXOLOGY – Hymn 377

arr. Callahan
GREEN

There is a Redeemer, Jesus, God’s own Son;
Blessed Lamb of God, Messiah, Holy One.
Thank You, O my Father, for giving us Your Son,
And leaving Your Spirit till the work on earth is done. Amen.


NEW TESTAMENT LESSON

Romans 8:1-4

Dr. Gilliam

In Pew Bible, page 191 of New Testament

This is the word of God for the people of God;
Thanks be to God.

SERMON

If We Die

At the conclusion of the sermon, we may observe a time of silence to reflect on all that has been
experienced while we’ve worshiped together.
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Dr. Gilliam

INVITATION
It is our tradition to offer a time of response near the end of worship. A response may take the shape of a
profession of faith in Jesus Christ and desire to be baptized, a request for church membership, or the
sharing of a prayer concern or praise which may be communicated with the congregation or safely kept
between the sharer and minister. Please respond as you feel led during the Hymn of Response.

+HYMN OF RESPONSE 573

It Is Well with My Soul

VILLE DU HAVRE

The hymn sheet is on page 8.

+BENEDICTION

Dr. Gilliam

+LENTEN RESPONSE

arr. Mark Edwards

Jesus, keep me near the cross, there a precious fountain,
Free to all, a healing stream, flows from Calv’ry’s mountain.
In the cross, in the cross be my glory ever,
Till my ransomed soul shall find rest beyond the river.

+CHIMES OF THE TRINITY
+ORGAN POSTLUDE

O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing

arr. Callahan

+Those who are able are invited to stand.

OUR MINISTRY TEAM
Rev. Anita D. Thompson

Rev. Dr. Paul R. Gilliam III (Trey)

Rev. Dr. Jesse J. Croom

Associate Pastor

Pastor

Pastor Emeritus

Mr. W. Bland Baker

Ms. Belinda Butler

Music Associate/Pianist

Music Associate/Organist

THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Main & West Streets  Post Office Box 649  Ahoskie, North Carolina 27910
www.fbcahoskie.org  (252) 332-4003  office@fbcahoskie.org
The First Baptist Church of Ahoskie is a Cooperative Baptist Fellowship congregation.
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A Window on the Weeks Ahead
April 5, 2020
First Baptist Church of Ahoskie, NC

 Church Activities Suspended
All church activities are suspended until further notice. We will continue to worship together by
way of the radio (FM 99.3), our website, and Facebook live. In the meantime, let us pray for one
another and for our world.

 Vote on Deacon Recommendation
The deacon recommendation to carry out the suggested renovation projects from the capital campaign committee passed
by an overwhelming majority - 95.54%. Pleased be assured that, in light of the current crisis in our country and the world,
your church leadership will have significant discussion about when and how to move forward with these projects.

 Bracy Scholarship Applications
FBCA members who will be college students during the 2020-2021 academic year are encouraged to apply for the Bracy
Scholarship. Under our current shelter-in-place circumstances, applications will be mailed upon request. Contact Anita if
you would like an application. The due date is April 30.

 Tithes & Offerings
We are continuing to include in our worship services a time for receiving tithes and offering. You’re encouraged to
continue to make this part of your at home worshiping experience. Perhaps you could write your check during the
offertory, place it in an envelope, address and stamp it. And if there are children in your home, let them do the addressing
and/or stamping. (PO Box 649, Ahoskie, NC 27910) Some of you may be using online banking as the means to give your
offering. Whatever the method of giving may be, your church is grateful for your continued practice of stewardship.

 Church Secretary Update
We had considerable interest in the position. We interviewed several people. We offered the job to someone. Initially, she
accepted the position. However, she later changed her mind and decided to stay with her current employer. The personnel
committee regrouped and decided, in light of the current financial uncertainties in our country, to hold off on hiring this
position. We want to see how the current crisis impacts our church finances. We are hopeful that our church will remain
financially strong. In a couple of months, we should know for sure.

 Holy Week Worship Services
All of our Holy Week worship services will be live-streamed on our Facebook page, and will be broadcast on the radio,
99.3 FM. We’re thankful that the radio station has agreed to air our Thursday and Friday evening services in addition to
Sunday morning worship. Those two evening services will begin at 7:00.
In preparation for all the Holy Week worship services, we suggest you assemble some sort of altar in your home. Perhaps a
small table or stool placed near your radio or screen would work nicely.

Maundy Thursday—April 9 at 7:00 pm
On Maundy Thursday we remember the institution of the Lord’s Supper as we reflect on Jesus’ Passover celebration with
his disciples on the evening of his arrest. Trey and Anita will lead you through the Lord’s Supper; therefore, in preparation
Page 4 of 9

for this service, you’ll need some form of bread, and grape juice, or another beverage. Place these items on the altar.

Good Friday—April 10 at 7:00 pm
On Good Friday we will hold our traditional Tenebrae service which takes us from the upper room to the cross. For this
service, you’ll need seven candles, which you’ll progressively extinguish, and one candle (preferably white) which will serve
as the Christ Candle. If you have any black fabric, cover the altar with it and place the items on the altar. If you have a
cross in your home, place it among the candles. As Trey and Anita lead you though the Passion story, you’re invited to
follow their lead in extinguishing the candles.

Easter Sunday—April 12
Of all the worship services for which we’ll miss gathering together, Easter Sunday is the service which will grieve us the
most. Nevertheless, we can give the day its due from our homes. If you have white fabric, cover the altar with it and then
place on it the cross and Christ Candle. Surround them with flowers. If you have any kind of bell, keep it with you
throughout the service and ring it whenever you sing, say, or hear the word, “Alleluia.”
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