THE WORSHIP OF GOD
May 17, 2020  11:00 am
The Season of the Church Year: Ascension of the Lord

GREETING TO WORSHIPERS

Rev. Anita Thompson

CHIMING OF THE HOUR
PASTORAL SENTENCES
ORGAN PRELUDE

Rev. Dr. Trey Gilliam
Love Divine

CALL TO WORSHIP

arr. Page

Mr. Andy Woodard

You have heard what was written about Jesus in Scripture—
how He would suffer and die
and then rise from the dead on the third day;
how the same power that raised Jesus from the dead
raised Him to heaven and seated Him at the right hand of God,
where He now lives to intercede on our behalf.
So, let us come before God with confidence,
through the loving intercession of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ!

INTROIT

Shout to the Lord

arr. Jack Schrader

Vicky Overman, Soprano; Anita Thompson, Alto; Jim Wiggins, Tenor

PRAYER OF INVOCATION
+HYMN OF PRAISE 223

Mr. Woodard
Crown Him with Many Crowns
A copy of the hymn is on page 5.
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DIADEMATA

CHILDREN’S TIME & BLESSING

Rev. Anita Thompson

People of God, what is your prayer for these children?
Our prayer is that they grow up to be like Jesus—strong and brave,
full of grace and truth, and that we will help them.


EPISTLE LESSON

Hebrews 10:19-25

Dr. Gilliam

In Pew Bible, page 272 of New Testament

This is the word of God for the people of God; thanks be to God.

SERMON

Dr. Gilliam

How to Live
(As the Church) (During a Pandemic)

At the conclusion of the sermon, we may observe a time of silence to reflect on all that has been
experienced while we’ve worshiped together.

+HYMN 477

We Are Called to Be God’s People

AUSTRIAN HYMN

A copy of the hymn is on page 6.

+OFFERTORY PRAYER
ORGAN OFFERTORY

Mrs. Penny Rose
Jesus, Lover of My Soul

+DOXOLOGY

arr. Young
LASST UNS ERFREUEN

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him, all creatures here below. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
O praise Him! O praise Him! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Amen.


GOSPEL LESSON

John 14:15-21
In Pew Bible, page 133 of New Testament

This is the word of God for the people of God; thanks be to God.
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Mrs. Rose

PASTORAL PRAYER

Dr. Gilliam

INVITATION
It is our tradition to offer a time of response near the end of worship. A response may take the
shape of a profession of faith in Jesus Christ and desire to be baptized, a request for church
membership, or the sharing of a prayer concern or praise which may be communicated with the
congregation or safely kept between the sharer and minister. Please respond as you feel led during
the Hymn of Response.

+HYMN OF RESPONSE 281 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

BEECHER

A copy of the hymn is on page 7.

+BENEDICTION

Dr. Gilliam

+CHIMES OF THE TRINITY
As the chimes strike three times—in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—our
corporate worship ends, and our opportunity begins to be the presence of Christ in the world,
through the power of the Holy Spirit.

+ORGAN POSTLUDE

Take the Name of Jesus with You

arr. Jarrell

+Those who are able are invited to stand.

__________________________________
Today’s Altar Flowers are given in memory of Eugene and Edith Freeman by Mr. & Mrs. Larry Freeman and
Jane Morris.
FBC Ahoskie holds a copyright license (20520822 Size B) and a streaming license (20520815 Size B) with CCLI,
account 1577531. We also hold a copyright license with One License, A-609881.
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THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Main & West Streets  Post Office Box 649  Ahoskie, North Carolina 27910
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A Window on the Weeks Ahead
May 17, 2020
First Baptist Church of Ahoskie, NC

 Worship Notes
Due to the worldwide coronavirus pandemic, this worship service is led by a small group, and
broadcast over the radio (FM 99.3), through our church website, and on Facebook live. We
are thankful for Vicky Overman and Jim Wiggins for their assistance with music leadership.
Next Sunday, May 31st, is Pentecost Sunday, the day we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Our usual practice is to come to worship wearing the colors of fire . . . oranges, reds, and yellows. You’re
encouraged to continue this tradition as you worship in your homes by dressing in the colors of fire, or adding the
colors to your at-home worship setting.

 Wednesday Adult Bible Study
Tune in to our church Facebook page for live-streaming each Wednesday from 6 to 7 pm.

 2020 College Graduates
We would like to highlight in the May 20 newsletter our students who graduated from college during the 20192020 academic year. This includes bachelors, masters, and doctoral degrees. Please email Anita the date of
graduation, the institution, and the degree awarded. Information is needed by Monday, May 18.

 Stewardship Options
Due to our current inability to meet in person, there have been questions about making electronic financial
contributions to the church. While we do not have online giving, do you know that your bank can send a check to
the church on your behalf? You simply make arrangements with your bank and the bank will send the check for the
amount you request each month or each week or whatever frequency you decide. We have a very small handful of
people that do this now. Perhaps you would like to give this a try as well. However, you give, please know our
church is stronger due to your generosity.

 Transition Team
Our deacons have appointed a transition team who is studying the particulars of how we will gather once again in
our church building when we are safely able to do so. Team members are Betty Joyner, Debbie Magette, and Andy
Woodard.

 Worship Flowers
During this time of sheltering in place, persons who have signed up to provide worship flowers have the option of
observing our usual practice, or using the lovely peace lily that one of our families provided. The choices have
varied from Sunday to Sunday. At the appropriate time, please let the church office know of your preference. Here
is the schedule for June.
June 7 Oliver Fleming
June 14 Anita Thompson

June 21 Doug & Nancy Cobbs
June 28 Spencer & Dolores Matthews
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