THE WORSHIP OF GOD
July 5, 2020  11:00 am
The Season of the Church Year: The 5th Sunday after Pentecost
GREETING TO WORSHIPERS

Rev. Dr. Trey Gilliam

CHIMING OF THE HOUR
PASTORAL SENTENCES

Dr. Gilliam

+ORGAN PRELUDE

God of Our Fathers

CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 100

arr. Page

Mrs. Jamie Burns

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! Serve the Lord with gladness!
Come into His presence with singing! Know that the Lord, He is God!
It is He who made us, and we are His;
we are His people, and the sheep of His pasture.
Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise!
Give thanks to Him; bless His name!
For the Lord is good; His steadfast love endures forever,
and His faithfulness to all generations.

+HYMN OF PRAISE 319

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
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LOBE DEN HERREN

CHILDREN’S TIME & BLESSING

Rev. Anita Thompson

People of God, what is your prayer for these children?
Our prayer is that they grow up to be like Jesus—strong and brave,
full of grace and truth, and that we will help them.


OLD TESTAMENT LESSON

Genesis 21:1-8

Dr. Gilliam

In Pew Bible, page 20 of Old Testament

This is the word of God for the people of God; thanks be to God.

SERMON

Dr. Gilliam

Holy Laughter
At the conclusion of the sermon, we may observe a time of silence for reflection.

+HYMN 310

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee

OFFERTORY PRAYER

HYMN TO JOY

Mrs. Lou Ann Gilliam

ORGAN OFFERTORY

My Faith Looks Up to Thee

arr. Hopson

+DOXOLOGY

OLD 100th

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him, all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.


NEW TESTAMENT LESSON

Galatians 5:1, 13-26

Mr. Andy Woodard

In Pew Bible, page 232 of New Testament

This is the word of God for the people of God; thanks be to God.

PASTORAL PRAYER

Rev. Thompson

All Sing: My county ‘tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing:

Land where my fathers died, land of the pilgrims’ pride,
From every mountainside let freedom ring.
Our Gracious God, we thank You today for the nation in which we live, and for the
freedoms which are ours. We recognize that true freedom comes through You, that our
ultimate loyalty belongs to You, and that our true identity is bestowed upon us by You.
Every day is a gift, every breath a moment to give You praise, every hour one in which
to live what You command.
Save us from that litany of destructive behaviors which St. Paul outlined.
Lead us instead to lives which bear the fruit of Your spirit.
Where we are guided by prejudice, fill us with love.
Where we are guided by pessimism, fill us with joy.
Where we are guided by misunderstanding, fill us with peace.
Where we are guided by superficial quick-fixes, fill us with patience.
Where we are guided by self-interest, fill us with kindness.
Where we are guided by apathy, fill us with goodness.
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Where we are guided by convenience, fill us with faithfulness.
Where we are guided by complacency, fill us with meekness.
Where we are guided by temptation, fill us with self-control.
All Sing: My native country, thee, land of the noble free, thy name I love;

I love thy rocks and rills, thy woods and templed hills;
My heart with rapture thrills, like that above.
Knowing that You are Alpha and Omega,
we ask for the wisdom to properly order all else.
On this weekend when we celebrate our country’s independence,
we give thanks for the many blessings we enjoy in this land:
the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness;
the ability to speak what is on our minds,
and the freedom to worship in our chosen traditions.
Help us to recognize that such marks of human dignity are for all people,
and that You, O Lord, love and value every person and place You have made.
All Sing: Let music swell the breeze, and ring from all the trees sweet freedom’s song;

Let mortal tongues awake, let all that breathe partake;
Let rocks their silence break the sound prolong.
May our patriotism be subject to Your law, O God,
our loyalty to country never higher than our obedience to Your will,
our pride of nation always secondary to our humble attempts
to follow Jesus the Christ.
Help us to remember that all people are created equal, because You, Lord, created us all
and called us good.
May our actions, laws, and hearts reflect the character of our Creator.
We pray in the name of Jesus, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
All Sing: Our fathers’ God, to Thee, Author of Liberty, to Thee we sing:

Long may our land be bright with freedom’s holy light;
Protect us by Thy might, great God, our King.

THE LORD’S SUPPER
. . . Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION
It is our tradition to offer a time of response near the end of worship. A response may take the
shape of a profession of faith in Jesus Christ and desire to be baptized, a request for church
membership, or the sharing of a prayer concern or praise which may be communicated with the
congregation or safely kept between the sharer and minister. Please respond as you feel led during
the Hymn of Response.
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+HYMN OF RESPONSE 597

He Keeps Me Singing

SWEETEST NAME

Stanzas 1 & 4

+BENEDICTION

Dr. Gilliam

+CHIMES OF THE TRINITY
+ORGAN POSTLUDE

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee

arr. Lasky

+Those who are able are invited to stand.

__________________________________
The flowers for today’s worship service are given by Bill and Debbie Magette, for the glory of God, and in honor
of their grandsons, Corbett and Wells Britton.

A Window on the Weeks Ahead
July 5, 2020
First Baptist Church of Ahoskie, NC

 Sanctuary Renovation Information
The sanctuary renovation began on Monday, June 29, and the work crew is off to a great
start. They have removed the ceiling panels and are well on their way to replacing them with
sheetrock. You may keep abreast of the progress through photos posted on our church
Facebook page.

 Worship Notes
Today is our first day worshiping in the Fellowship Hall due to the renovations of our sanctuary. Due to the
worldwide coronavirus pandemic, this worship service is led by a small group, and broadcast over the radio (FM
99.3), through our church website, and on Facebook live. FBC Ahoskie holds a copyright license (20520822 Size B)
and a streaming license (20520815 Size B) with CCLI, account 1577531. We also hold a copyright license with One
License, A-609881.

 In Sympathy
We offer our sympathy to the family of R.D. Matthews who died on July 1. Please remember in prayer his wife,
Finette, his son, Larry, his granddaughter, Jessica, and other family members. A graveside service was held
yesterday at Highland Memorial Gardens.
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 2020-2021 Nominating Committee
Our Nominating Committee is beginning the work of matching members’ ministry gifts with places of service for
the 2020-2021 Church Year which begins September 1. If you are sensing a call to serve in a particular ministry,
please let a committee member know of your desire. Members are Malcolm Copeland, J.C. Doughtie, Joyce Leary,
Arlene Raiford, Lou Riddick, and Mary Ann Umphlett.

 Balcony Seats
If you requested a balcony seat, it is ready for pick up. All seats are located in the fellowship hall, and are marked
with the names of their new owners.

 Feeding Our Neighbors
The complication that halted the new Tuesday Food Box ministry of the Ahoskie Food Pantry has been resolved. It
resumed on June 30. Here’s how it works.
On Tuesdays, from 10 am to 4 pm (or until all boxes have been distributed), the Ahoskie Food Pantry will
distribute food boxes at First Presbyterian Church. We expect this ministry to continue from June through
December. Provided in light of the pandemic, this is a new program offered through the U. S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) to The Food Bank of the Albemarle, and Feeding America. The Ahoskie Food Pantry
partners with the Food Bank of the Albemarle.
There are two specific ways you may help with this ministry.
1. Volunteers are needed to help with distribution. You’ll be outside, and will need to wear closed-toe shoes.
Sunscreen and a hat are encouraged. Masks will be provided, but you're welcome to bring your own.
2. If you know of persons who would benefit from this program but need someone to pick up a food box for them,
please call the church office.
For more information, please speak with Bill or Carolyn Arrington or with Rev. Thompson.
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OUR MINISTRY TEAM
Rev. Anita D. Thompson

Rev. Dr. Paul R. Gilliam III (Trey)

Rev. Dr. Jesse J. Croom

Associate Pastor

Pastor

Pastor Emeritus

Mr. W. Bland Baker

Ms. Belinda Butler

Music Associate/Pianist

Music Associate/Organist

THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Main & West Streets  Post Office Box 649  Ahoskie, North Carolina 27910
www.fbcahoskie.org  (252) 332-4003  office@fbcahoskie.org
The First Baptist Church of Ahoskie is a Cooperative Baptist Fellowship congregation.
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