SERVING IN THE
rovi oF CHRIST

Week of April 26—May 2, 2020

Minister on Call
Dr. Trey Gilliam, 398-7321

Deacons on Call
Austine Evans, 398-2724
Gloria Freeman, 395-0370

Sound System—April 26
Rick Burns

Food Pantry— May 1
Robert & Pansy White, Pat Askew

Tell Us Your Stories

We've heard so many beautiful
stories, and have seen heart-
warming pictures of the ways
you’re being church at home. At
left is Peyton Outlaw, daughter
" of Brian & Victoria Outlaw. As
_ the family gathered to worship
through Facebook live, Peyton
bowed her head, folded her
“hands in prayer, and said,
“Thank you for my church.”

We'd love to compile your sto-
‘ dries and pictures and share
them with the church family, so
please email them to us or mail
them to PO Box 649.

The Window

First Baptist Church of Ahoskie
Main and West Streets
PO Box 649

Ahoskie, NC 27910-0649

phone 252-332-4003
fax252-209-0225
email office@fbcahoskie.org
web www.fbcahoskie.org

Week of May 3—9, 2020

Minister on Call
Rev. Anita Thompson, 395-0061

Deacons on Call
Frank Britt, 642-2087
Andy Woodard, 396-1599

Sound System—May 3
Frank Britt

Food Pantry— May 8
Melanie Byrum & Judy H. Pierce

Bracy Scholarship Applications

Any FBCA members who will be college students
during the 2020-2021 academic year are encour-
aged to apply for the Bracy Scholarship. Under
our current shelter-in-place circumstances, appli-
cations will be mailed to homes upon request.
Please contact Anita if you would like an applica-
tion. The applications are due in the church office
on April 30.

The FBC Ministers

Trey Gilliam, Pastor
trey@fbcahoskie.org ¢ 252-398-7321

N
~—

Anita Thompson, Associate Pastor
anita@fbcahoskie.org ¢ 252-395-0061
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Sanctuary Worship
During the Coronavirus Pandemic

These are strange and different days. I just re-
tuned from the graveside service for Bob New-
some. On the one hand, it was nice to see so many
First Baptist people. On the other hand, I left the
Ahoskie cemetery with a lack of closure. We all
had to stand far apart from one another. In fact, I
felt rude at a different graveside service when I
had to remind someone, who extended his hand to
greet me, that shaking hands, at this time, carries
with it a degree of risk. He meant no harm of
course. It was just southern culture reflex. Even
so, after our graveside memorial service for Bob
was complete, I was unable to shake hands, much
less hug Dot and the rest of the family.

Pastoral ministry is so different now.

And so it is in our church sanctuary on Sunday
mornings — different, very different. As you know,
a handful of us gather in the sanctuary each Sun-
day and lead worship. Everyone is invited to join
us in worship via Facebook Live and/or the radio
station. Overall, this arrangement has gone well. I
like that worship is still live. I like that our out-
reach has expanded. Have you noticed that we now
have over 500 people in our Facebook community?
I have no way to estimate how many people are a
part of our radio congregation.

However, last Sunday (4-19-2020) demonstrates
how different things are in our sanctuary. I missed
Anita’s children’s time because I had to leave the
platform to receive further instruction about the
nature of our technical difficulties. I am not a pro-
ficient lip reader! Passing the offering plate contin-
ues to be awkward with ten people. I much prefer
a smooth transition from the doxology into the
scripture reading for the day’s sermon. However,

last Sunday I had to give directions to help resolve
our technical difficulties. I am doing my best. How-
ever, I am still not sure how to lead us into the
hymn of commitment with 95% of our congregation
in Facebook and radio land. Do you remember sev-
eral weeks ago when the Facebook Live camera fell
off the tripod mid service? Augh!

Nonetheless, there were high points last Sunday
for which I am extremely grateful. First, Leah
Woodard made a profession of Christian faith and,
upon her baptism, will be a member of FBC Ahos-
kie. Over the past three weeks, six people have
joined our congregation! Next, after worship was
over last Sunday we all, for no apparent reason,
gathered in a circle on the West Street side of our
sanctuary. And it happened as it sometimes does
after “normal” worship. I felt the Spirit of God lin-
ger, well after the benediction, as we talked. While
maintaining social distancing, we too lingered in
that circle and enjoyed one another’s company.

I look forward to lingering with our entire congre-
gation in the future. Until then, during these
strange and different days at graveside services, in
our sanctuary, and elsewhere, Gloria in excelsis
Deo — glory to God in the highest!

In Christ,
Trey
)-\ Worshiping Together
April 26, 2020
1 m 11:00 am
The 3rd Sunday of Easter
House of Cards

1 Corinthians 15:12-20
Rev. Dr. Trey Gilliam




cumstance. Yes, today is the 24th day we've been
sheltering in place. Yes, we miss being together in
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that have continued long after I left Ahoskie in the
early 1980’s.

With each document and picture giving testimony
to the strength of FBC Ahoskie’s ministry, I began
to breathe a bit easier in regard to our current cir-

our beautiful church building. But, our ministry
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Thank You for your generous gifts!

| Victoria Harris
2 Violet Williams

5 Gail Holloman
7 Elijah Brown

7 Kay Byrd

7 Michael Harrell

8 Heather Roberts
9 Richard Alexander

| 6 Finette Matthews

|7 Bryan Britton

|7 Camille Pierce

I8 Lily Ann Brinkley

I8 Suzanne Newbern
I8 Judy G. Pierce

24 William Alexander
24 Peggy Springfield
25 Duck Harrell

27 Tom Fretwell

28 Howard Brown
28 Trey Gilliam




