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THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
September 26, 2021  11:00 AM 

The Season of the Church Year: Ordinary Time 

 

GREETING TO WORSHIPERS Rev. Anita Thompson 

 

CHIMING OF THE HOUR 

 
PASTORAL SENTENCES  Rev. Dr. Paul Gilliam 

We gather not to be blessed, 

but to bless. 
We gather not to receive, 

but to give. 
We gather to bless God, 

and to give thanks and praise to God 

for the life, ministry, death, resurrection, 

and coming again of Jesus the Christ. 
Now let us worship together with zeal. 

Amen. 

 

ORGAN PRELUDE 

 

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES AND OPENING OF THE BIBLE 
Mr. Bryan Britton & Ben, Acolytes 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP Mrs. Nancy Freeman 
 

Wait for the Lord, like those who hope in God’s mercy. 

God’s steadfast love endures forever. 
Watch for God, like those who eagerly await the morning. 

We watch for God, whose power redeems us. 
Hear God’s hopeful word, like those who long for pardon. 

Sing praise to God and rejoice in God’s love. 

 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION  Mrs. Freeman 

 

+HYMN OF PRAISE 354 Praise Him! Praise Him! JOYFUL SONG 
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CHILDREN’S TIME & BLESSING Rev. Thompson 

People of God, what is your prayer for these children? 

Our prayer is that they grow up to be like Jesus—strong and brave, 

full of grace and truth, and that we will help them. 

   

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Isaiah 43:1-3 Mrs. Austine Evans 
In Pew Bible, page 822 of Old Testament 

This is the word of God for the people of God; thanks be to God. 

 

ANTHEM Be Not Afraid Craig Courtney 
The Sanctuary Choir 

Be not afraid, for I have redeemed you. Be not afraid, I have called you by name. 
When you pass through the waters I will be with you. 
When you pass through the floods they will not sweep o’er you. 

When you walk through the fire you will not be consumed. 
You are mine. You are precious in my sight. 

 

+HYMN 576 I Stand Amazed in the Presence MY SAVIOR’S LOVE 

Stanzas 1 & 3 

   

+LITANY FOR THE OFFERING Mrs. Evans 

Please Note: During the COVID-19 pandemic, we are not passing offering plates in our 

usual manner, instead, you are encouraged to place your offering in one of the offering 
plates located at each sanctuary entrance. 

 

As we worship God with our offerings, this is our prayer: 

You are the God who creates us, 

the Christ who redeems us, 

the Holy Spirit who fills us with hope. 

May we and our gifts be instruments of Your purposes here on earth. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

+DOXOLOGY  OLD 100TH 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him, all creatures here below. 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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THE PSALM Psalm 130 Dr. Gilliam 
In Pew Bible, page 705 of Old Testament 

This is the word of God for the people of God; thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON A Lot of Forgiveness Dr. Gilliam 
At the conclusion of the sermon, we may observe a time of silence to reflect on all that has 

been experienced while we’ve worshiped together. 

 

INVITATION 
It is our tradition to offer a time of response near the end of worship. A response may take 
the shape of a profession of faith in Jesus Christ and desire to be baptized, a request for 

church membership, or the sharing of a prayer concern or praise which may be 
communicated with the congregation or safely kept between the sharer and minister. Please 

respond as you feel led during the Hymn of Response. 

 

+HYMN OF RESPONSE 471   Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy   RESTORATION 

 

+BENEDICTION  Dr. Gilliam 
 

+CHIMES OF THE TRINITY 
As the chimes strike three times—in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—

our corporate worship ends, and our opportunity begins to be the presence of Christ in the 
world, through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
+ ORGAN POSTLUDE 

 
+Those who are able are invited to stand. 

 
 

Today’s Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by Rick & Jamie Burns, in honor of their 
grandchildren, Adalyn, Wade, & Wyatt. 

 
 

OUR MINISTRY TEAM 

Rev. Anita D. Thompson 
Associate Pastor 

Rev. Dr. Paul R. 
Gilliam III 

Pastor 

Rev. Dr. Jesse J. Croom 
Pastor Emeritus 

Mr. W. Bland Baker 
Music Associate/Pianist 

 
Miss Bridget Deveney 

Music Associate/Organist 
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A Window on the Weeks Ahead 
September 26, 2021 
First Baptist Church of Ahoskie, NC 

 
 Worship Notes 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we ask that all worshipers mask for the entire 
worship service. Extra masks are available at our West St. entrance. 

 

We give thanks for those caring for our young ones today in Extended Session while  
 we worship: 

Babies: Keith & Debbie Rawls 
Ages 1 & 2: Georgia Copeland & Debbie Greene 
Age 3 - K: Josh, Jessica, & Lily Ann Brinkley 

 

 Chairo Music Ensemble Rehearses Today at 2:00 PM 
The Chairo Music Ensemble sings praise and worship music as well as global church music. It’s our 
intergenerational choir which is open to students in grades 6 - 12, college students, and adults of all 
ages. Chairo is pronounced “KY—roh,” and is an English transliteration of the Greek word, caivrw 
which means, “to rejoice.” Chairo rehearses on Sundays at 2:00 PM in the Choir Room. You do not 
have to know how to read music in order to sing with Chairo. Speak with Rev. Thompson if you have 
any questions, or just show up for a rehearsal. 
 

 Christmas Choir 2021 - Wednesdays from 7:00 PM to 7:30 PM 

If you would like to sing in the Christmas Choir, you are invited to gather in the choir room on 
Wednesdays from 7:00 PM to 7:30 PM beginning September 29th. We will present our annual 
Christmas Cantata on the morning of December 12th, and the evening of December 19th. 
 

 Wednesday Night Activities  
5:00 PM Children’s Music & Missions 

  Age 3 - K in Room 105 
  Grades 1 - 5 in Choir Room 
6:00 PM Youth Group Gathering (Grades 6 - 12) 
6:00 PM Adult Bible Study in Fellowship Hall 
7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
8:00 PM Vocal Ensemble Rehearsal 
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 Children’s Mission Project 

Children are encouraged to collect aluminum pop tabs from any container (soda can, soup can, pet 
food can, etc.) to benefit the Ronald McDonald House in Greenville, NC. The leadership of Ronald 
McDonald House takes the pop tabs to a local recycler to turn them into money to provide for the 
families who stay in the house. The Ronald McDonald House program helps reduce stress and 
financial burden for families when they must travel far from home to access medical care for their 
child.  
  

A collection box will be in the 1st floor hallway. Let’s gift the RMH with a boatload of pop tabs by the 
March 21, 2022 deadline! 
 

 2022 Deacon Nominations 

In early October resident church members will receive information about the 2022 deacon election 
process. Also included will be a list of members who are eligible to serve as a deacon.  
  
On October 17, 2021, members will have the opportunity to nominate five persons to serve a 3-year 
term as a deacon beginning January 1, 2022. Deacon election will take place on December 12, 2021. If 
you wish to have your name removed from the deacon ministry nomination list, please contact the 
church office.  
 

 Save the Dates 
Sunday, November 7th - All Saints’ Sunday 

We remember and give thanks for our FBCA brothers and sisters who died since last All Saints’  
Sunday. 

Sunday, November 21st - Children’s Sabbath 
Our age 3 through grade 5 children will lead us in worship. Please note the change of date from  
October 24th to November 21st. 

Sunday, December 12th - Christmas Cantata at 11:00 AM 

Sunday, December 19th - Christmas Cantata at 6:00 PM 
 
 
 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
FBC Ahoskie holds a copyright license (20520822 Size B) and a streaming license (20520815 Size B) with CCLI, 
account 1577531. We also hold a copyright license with One License, A-609881. 
 


